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INTERVIEW WITH BETTE JANE OTTO, 
CLASS OF 1963 
Diane Lane  00:00
—member of the Student Alumni Council and I am talking with Bette Jane Irwin Otto of the Class of '63 
at ISU at Homecoming activities on October 29, 1983. During this bit of oral history we will be reminiscing 
about the way it was in '63. We hope that those who listen to this tape will enjoy hearing from the persons 
who have volunteered to record this bit of ISU history and will find it interesting and informative. First, 
Mrs. Otto, as you think back 20 years, what are some of the things that are foremost in your memory of 
what life was like then at Illinois State University? 
Bette Jane Otto  00:40
Well, when we came in the fall of '59, there, it was the first time that the student body had exceeded 4000 
students. And everyone thought that was big at that time. And there were no co-ed dorms and there were 
a hundred residents who lived in the dorms who were either juniors or seniors, and they supervised the 
freshmen and sophomores. And there were hours for the dorm residents and they were strictly enforced 
by the Honor Residents. And there were key girls who lock the doors at the appointed hour and if you 
were late more than five minutes you appeared before the Judicial Council and received a sentence 
which was usually— 
Diane Lane  01:30
 After the first time of doing this? 
Bette Jane Otto  01:31
After, if it was more than five minutes. If it was less than five minutes, you could be late three times before 
you had to appear before the Judicial Council and usually you were, the punishment was you were 
grounded. You had to stay in your room, campus was the word, and you had to stay in your rooms and 
they'd checked on you to be sure you'd, like, maybe for a weekend you couldn't go out in the evening, 
you'd have to be in your room. And so it was really a different world than it is now as far as, it was very 
strict, and I was a key girl and an Honor Resident when I was a junior and senior and I can remember 
how seriously we took looking after those little freshman and sophomore girls, and how, you know, how 
that's really changed. And I think now more responsibility is put on freshmen and sophomores when they 
come to, you know, do—either they make it or they don't on their own. And some of that's good and some 
of that's bad, I think.  
Diane Lane  02:18
Because now it's so free. You can come in at six o'clock in the morning. 
Bette Jane Otto  02:31
Right. Right. Oh, and if you were late and you weren't accounted for, I mean, it was all alarms out every—
your, probably, your home residence would be called immediately in, like, within a half hour, because 
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something was wrong ff you weren't in your room. There was room check every night at hours and it was 
done by a girl who was elected to the Council and if you weren't there, you weren't found or, you know, 
you probably were in an accident or something. So everyone was accounted for every night in the dorm. 
Diane Lane  03:07
Okay. 
Bette Jane Otto  03:07
Now the boys, the boys didn't have the hours but the girls did. And they figured if the girls had the hours 
the boys would go in at that time too because most of the time they were—  
Diane Lane  03:16
Together. What kind of hours did you have? 
Bette Jane Otto  03:20
On, when I was a freshman, on weekdays it was 10 o'clock and on weekends it was 12 I think. And then 
when you became a junior and senior it was 10:30 during the week and 12 I think on the weekends, and 
then we had one extra night like 'til 11, Wednesday night or something, I can't remember exactly now... 
Diane Lane  03:44
Was the library open till all those hours, or did the library close too? 
Bette Jane Otto  03:48
I think the library closed at 9. 
Diane Lane  03:50
Cause, like, now the library is open until 11. 
Bette Jane Otto  03:53
Is it? 
Diane Lane  03:53
 All the floors are open 'til 11 and then the second floor closes at 12. Anything else? 
Bette Jane Otto  04:03
Well, it was a growing period too. I think during those four years between '59 and '63 the enrollment at 
least doubled, like it was up to 8—8 to 10,000 I think when we graduated in '63. The departments were 
all—for the whole, the whole college being smaller, the departments were very close-knit and everyone 
was really involved in whatever their major was in their department. These other things relate more to 
other questions, I think, that I had jotted down here. 
Diane Lane  04:49
What do you remember about President Bone? 
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Bette Jane Otto  04:51
Oh, he was great, super. Everyone loved him and he knew, I think he knew a large percentage of the 
student body by first name. 
Diane Lane  05:01
So it's better to have a smaller college? 
Bette Jane Otto  05:03
Well, I don't know if it's better or not. But he was an outstanding person just everyone knew him and 
everyone loved him, and he knew—he took a personal interest in so many different people and knew 
their names. And I was looking at the yearbook and in there even has a picture of his whole family. 
Everybody knew his whole family, too, you know, his two sons and his wife. 
Diane Lane  05:24
Yeah, I looked at that too. Who are some of the professors and university administrative officials that you 
remember for special reasons? 
Bette Jane Otto  05:35
Well, I especially remember Dean Keaton and Dean Hulet. They were our dean of men and dean of 
women. And again, they knew a lot of the students by first name and I felt free to go and talk to either 
one of them just about maybe a personal problem or just something I wanted to talk to them about. I felt 
really like I knew them as a person, not just that they were the dean, overall, of students. And of course 
I remember the music faculty members real well. The head of the department at that time was Dr. Howard 
Rye, who has since retired, and again, took a really personal interest in each one of the music majors. 
Dr. Roderick, Mr. Foeller, Mr. Vance, Dr. Ferrell, Dr. Farlee, are some of the instructors that come to 
mind. 
Diane Lane  06:28
So did you like it better because it was so close, because everyone was so close? 
Bette Jane Otto  06:31
I really did like it. I don't have anything to compare it to, because I haven't, you know, come back to 
school. And so I liked it that way. But I'm sure, again, it's good both ways. I also remember real well the 
dorm directors because as I mentioned earlier, being an Honor Resident we work closely with the dorm 
directors. Miss Elmendorf, Miss Towle, Mrs.—Miss [Rainer?], some of those that I remember. 
Diane Lane  07:07
Students today talk about how difficult it is to complete their education. How do you compare how it was 
during your years here to the way it seems to be today?  
Bette Jane Otto  07:16
I really, I thought about that and I think it's probably about the same. I think when you started into college, 
you had to have a goal and then you, you know, tried to meet that goal. And I think it's the same today. 
You have to have determination to meet your goal. And so I don't think that's really changed. I think it's, 
it was probably just as difficult then. I know there were a lot of kids who dropped out, you know, who 
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didn't graduate. And I think a lot of it was, well, maybe their goals changed too as they went through, but 
I think you have to have a goal in mind in order to complete your education. 
Diane Lane  07:57
I agree. What kinds of extracurricular activities were important to you and to other students, and other 
students? 
Bette Jane Otto  08:07
And this is interesting to think about because, of course, in' 63, there were no fraternities or sororities. 
Diane Lane  08:13
Really? 
Bette Jane Otto  08:14
So the dorm activities were very important. Lots of people lived in the dorms and we—every year there 
was a stunt show and all of the dorms worked up some kind of a skit and then it was, there was a 
competition. We all competed. And I mean, we work hours, it would always be after hours, and everyone 
was in the dorm so you would have practice. And there was usually a big funny skit was what it was. And 
a lot of times you would, like, I still remember so well, some of the lyrics that we sang to some of the 
songs. We would change them, you know, to, I'm trying to think, "Men!" One of them was, "Men! I don't 
know what's wrong with these men today. Men who can’t understand anything they say. Men, they're 
crazy lazy, disobedient, oh, noisy, sloppy, lazy," something, let's see, "And while we're on the subject, 
men, you can talk and talk till your face is blue. Men, they still do just what they want to do. Oh, why can't 
they be like we are, perfect in every way? What is the matter with men today?" So we would take a song 
from a musical like that, of course that wasn't—do you know that song? 
Diane Lane  09:25
No. 
Bette Jane Otto  09:25
I can't see—how, what is it? I don't even know what the real words are [hums]. It's not "men" anyway, but 
we substituted that to go along with our skit. And things like that that stick in your mind, you know, from 
years back, because you practiced it so many hours. It had to be just right because you wanted your 
particular dorm to win in the stunt show. And usually the—all the most popular faculty members and the 
deans and the president even would be involved in the stunt show in some way too. They would be there 
and have maybe some type of a, oh, something funny that they would have to say or do. And there was 
also the Blackfriars show. Are there Blackfriars on campus now? They were sort of like a fraternity, they 
had a house, and it was men who were interested in drama and goofing off. And they always had a show 
that was a lot of fun. And of course, since I was a music major, I was in a lot of extracurricular activities 
having to do with music, I was in musical plays, and, of course, all the musical organizations. So that took 
a lot of my time. As far as extracurricular activities too, sports were real important. In this era, we had a 
real good basketball team and our football team was not too good at this particular time but still, everyone 
went to this—it seemed to me like you know, myself and my friends all went to all the basketball and 
football games and... 
Page 4 https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/aoh/
Diane Lane  11:06
Important?  
Bette Jane Otto  11:07
Right, they were very important at that time. 
Diane Lane  11:14
What were prices then for hamburgers, movies, gasoline, tuition, et cetera? 
Bette Jane Otto  11:21
Hamburgers were 25 cents at McDonald's. Now they were more than that other places but there was one 
McDonald's, their hamburgers were 25 cents. 
Diane Lane  11:31
That's what White Castles cost. 
Bette Jane Otto  11:33
Really? Movies were about—well, I should go on and say like hamburgers were 25, French fries were 
10, and your drink was 25. So at that time, McDonald's didn't have their large sandwiches, they had a 
very limited menu of just like hamburgers, cheeseburgers, and French fries and soft drinks or milkshake 
so you could get your meal for less than a dollar easily. Movies were around a dollar to a dollar fifty, I 
think. Gasoline, I'm not sure, there's like 30 cents per gallon, something like that. As far as tuition, I asked 
several people just while we were watching the parade what the tuition was in these particular years, and 
nobody knew because we all were on state scholarships. At that time they made state scholarships 
readily available to anyone who went to a state college and said they were going to teach. And if you 
were—I think maybe you had to be in the upper 10% of your class or something or maybe even 20% and 
then that paid your tuition. So I had my tuition paid all the way through school and so did the other people 
I talked to so it—I know it wasn't, it wasn't very much but I really can't tell you. It was like $900 a year, 
and that included room and board and books and fees and all that. $900 a year, when you had the state 
scholarship. I think it did go up over a thou—I know it, of course it went up then by '63. That was in like 
in '59, '60. 
Diane Lane  13:18
The movies haven't really changed here. You go before 6 they're $2. 
Bette Jane Otto  13:23
Right. 
Diane Lane  13:25
It's about the only thing that hasn't seen an increase— 
Bette Jane Otto  13:27
Although, they did have movies in Capen Auditorium, and I think they charged like a quarter for those. 
And they had— 
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Diane Lane  13:32
They have those here. I'm sure. They charge 75 cents to a dollar now. What was the typical mode of 
dress in '63? 
Bette Jane Otto  13:44
Okay, for school, skirts and sweaters, or in the spring and fall a skirt and blouse, no jeans, nobody wore 
jeans, you were really out of it if you wore jeans. 
Diane Lane  13:57
Nice pants? 
Bette Jane Otto  13:58
And you didn't even wear slacks very much at school. Unless it was real, real cold, you just, you wore 
skirts and sweaters and, like, for church, you would always dress up, always in heels, the whole thing. 
And on a date, depends on what you were going to do. Most of the time it would be like a skirt and 
sweater or if you were going to like a dance or something, a lot of the dances were formal and you would 
wear like this really strapless, formal... 
Diane Lane  14:32
Ooh. 
Bette Jane Otto  14:34
When you look at the pictures back in the yearbook you can see that... good dresses, you know, for a 
dress up event. Just, I mean, you just would not be caught dead in slacks. 
Diane Lane  14:49
Today we don't wear anything else. 
Bette Jane Otto  14:51
I know. I've got them on now. 
Diane Lane  14:53
You changed with the times then. What was the most important national event that happened in those 
years?  
Bette Jane Otto  15:02
Well, I remember one time when everyone was gathered around the TV watching the progress in the 
Cuban Crisis, the Missile Crisis. And everyone was really involved, which was different. On campus 
you're kind of in a different world and you forget there's even anything happening out there. 
Diane Lane  15:26
I do that a lot, so... 
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Bette Jane Otto  15:27
I do, you know, even at home I do that. But everyone sensed the seriousness of the situation and it was 
just, everybody was around the TVs in all the dorms, you know, lounges and everywhere, watching to 
find out what was going to happen with this. This is when we blockaded Cuba and stopped Russia from 
setting up missiles there. And then the year that I graduated in '63, of course, I was teaching at the time, 
my first year of teaching was when John Kennedy was assassinated. That was really a crisis in our 
country. 
Diane Lane  16:16
What were the most popular forms of entertainment on campus in '63? 
Bette Jane Otto  16:22
Okay, a lot of people went to The Cage, hung out in The Cage, sat there and drank Coke, the guys 
watched the girls and girls watched the guys. And another—I mentioned before the movies in Capen 
Auditorium, that was a big thing, about every week, you know, you'd go and go to the movies. And also 
there were different dances, a lot of different dances throughout the year and one of a series that we had 
during that time was called the Big Four dances and I think it was covered by activities by activity fees 
that everyone paid. But there were four big bands brought in each year, big name bands and like, Stan 
Kenton or different ones that you probably haven't heard of. Maynard Ferguson, you probably haven't 
heard of him. And of course I especially enjoyed hearing those big bands because I was a music major 
too. But everyone went and varying dress on that, you could wear either a good dress or—I don't think 
there were too many formals at Big Four dances but you were—you dressed up. That's, those are 
probably the most popular things plus the sports and music that was on campus. 
Diane Lane  17:45
What do you remember about the towns of Bloomington and Normal? 
Bette Jane Otto  17:48
Well, first of all Normal was dry. No liquor in the town of Normal. 
Diane Lane  17:53
Oh? 
Bette Jane Otto  17:53
Whatsoever. It was, you know, city ordinance. It had been that way since Normal was founded, and it 
was that way, yeah, when I was there. And there were no shopping malls, either Bloomington or Normal, 
everything was downtown. And the first McDonald's had just been built shortly before we came like in '57 
or '58. The one that's on the corner there in Normal, corner of Beaufort, right down there. And it was just 
a real small, didn't have place to sit down or anything, well, I think you could eat outside. It was just real 
small and very limited in their menu, and that was where everyone ate their Sunday night supper usually. 
The dorms didn't serve supper Sunday night.  
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Diane Lane  18:33
Yeah, they still don't. Yeah. So you must have been really surprised when you saw especially Normal 
with the new construction that they're doing here and stuff. What about the use of tobacco and alcoholic 
beverages then? 
Bette Jane Otto  18:47
Well, it was really taboo and if you were caught with liquor on campus it was almost automatic expulsion 
from school. You were just expelled, you know, you appeared, they had a council you appeared before. 
It was very serious disciplinary action against you. If you even got caught—that doesn't mean you were 
drunk—but with any alcoholic beverage. 
Diane Lane  19:08
Just carrying it? 
Bette Jane Otto  19:09
Anything, any—just as far as smoking, there were there were quite a few who smoked. They could only 
smoke in the designated areas. But I don't think it was a percentage maybe then who smoked as do now. 
But it was allowed but of course just in the designated areas like the lounges. You couldn't smoke in your 
room or anything. I don't know if you can now or not. 
Diane Lane  19:33
Yeah. 
Bette Jane Otto  19:34
 No, you couldn't. You had to go to the lounge to smoke if you lived in the dorm. 
Diane Lane  19:42
What did you like most about ISU or ISN? 
Bette Jane Otto  19:46
Yeah, it was ISNU then. I think the following year that they dropped the N. 
Diane Lane  19:50
Oh, really? 
Bette Jane Otto  19:51
Yeah. I liked it, because it was a friendly small college where I felt like I got a real good education, a well-
rounded education as well as a good music education. I thought the faculty was very good and just 
enjoyed coming here a lot. As far as the least, I really couldn't think of anything that I didn't really, you 
know, that really hit me that I didn't like about.  
Diane Lane  20:22
That's good. In summary, are there any other special memories that you have, which we have not already 
covered? 
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Bette Jane Otto  20:32
Oh, yeah, there was a couple of things. When I came here in the fall of '59, it was really funny. I joined 
the marching band. There was a men's marching band and a women's marching band. And we would 
march in from opposite end of the field and meet in the middle. But we marched separately. And then the 
following year we did combine and just had one marching band but it had been that way for years, I 
guess. ISU always had, or ISNU, always had a men's marching band and a women's marching band.  
Diane Lane  21:06
Wow. They tried to keep you apart as much as possible. 
Bette Jane Otto  21:08
Yeah, and at that time, too, there weren't any auxiliaries like they have now with the flags and rifles and 
all that, but there were 11 baton twirlers. I thought that was interesting.  
Diane Lane  21:19
They didn't even have any baton twirlers today, did they? 
Bette Jane Otto  21:21
I don't think so.  
Diane Lane  21:22
I didn't see any in the parade. 
Bette Jane Otto  21:24
And one other thing I remember was I had been out late, you could get special permission for late hours. 
Well, I—when I was a senior, I don't suppose you could if you were a freshman, but I was, I was playing 
in a pit band for U High's musical. So I had to be out late for that, a little bit late, for their rehearsal. And I 
was—it was in the spring, and as I was coming back to the dorm, my, he wasn't my husband then, but 
he's my husband now, escorted me back to the dorms. And there was all this commotion going on around 
the dorm, police cars and just hundreds and hundreds of men, boys, whatever, college students, male 
college students. It was a panty raid going on at the dorm where I lived and we didn't know how we were 
going to get back into the dorm, but as it turned out, the policeman escorted us all the way through that 
crowd, that screaming mob, to the door and tipped his hat as he let us in and the guys all cheered and it 
was just a real wild situation. And of course, the girls were—do you know what a panty raid is?  
Diane Lane  22:28
Yeah. 
Bette Jane Otto  22:30
Rather outdated, but the boys, they're all yelling for all this lingerie and everything so it was coming out 
the windows as I was going in the door. 
Diane Lane  22:40
Now they put screens and you can't put anything out the window. 
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Bette Jane Otto  22:44
Oh, can't you? 
Diane Lane  22:45
Not that I know of. 
Bette Jane Otto  22:46
Maybe that's why they did it. And graduations were held outside on the Quadrangle there outside of the 
old library. I don't know what that building is now. It used to be Milner Library. And there was a spot there 
where they made an outdoor amphitheater, and it—graduation was outside and it was really nice when 
it didn't rain. 
Diane Lane  23:05
When the weather's nice, yeah. 
Bette Jane Otto  23:06
If it rained, we had to go into old McCormick Gym. See, that was '60—let me see, '64, I think Hancock 
and Horton were finished. So the year after we graduated, they—all through when we were there it was 
McCormick Gym and Field. And then the next year they—that was under construction while we were 
there. Also Atkin-Colby was new, Hamilton-Whitten was new. Centennial Building where music, drama, 
art, and speech were was dedicated in the fall '59, the year I came, so I got to take advantage of a brand 
new music facility for the first time. It was nice, first time it was open. And also I lived in Hamilton-Whitten 
the first year it was open and we had some things that had to be corrected. One time—we lived on the 
first floor, or was it the second floor we had problems on? Anyway, when we—it was a hard floor and 
they went to scrub our floor and the water froze on it. The floor was that cold.  
Diane Lane  23:08
Oh, my gosh. 
Bette Jane Otto  23:30
They had to insulate part of that and finish it up. Another interesting thing—am I talking too long? Okay, 
another interesting thing that they had which is really funny now, strike you funny, of course they had 
Homecoming Queens back then, which our class had three Homecoming Queens. A sophomore, a junior, 
and senior happened to be Homecoming Queen and then the next year they decided not to have 
Homecoming Queens anymore, because of a problem with ballot stuffing, that type of thing. But they also 
had, they didn't have a Homecoming King, but later on in the year they had what was called a Mr. MIG. 
And that stood for Most Ideal Guy on campus. 
Diane Lane  24:56
Oh gosh. 
Bette Jane Otto  24:58
People would, the guys would get behind somebody who was running, you know, and campaign for him 
and everything. So there were those five lines too that were going on at that time which now you can't 
imagine. 
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Diane Lane  25:13
Did the Homecoming Queens get any, did they...? 
Diane Lane  25:17
It was just an honor really, they just—there was a Queen and her court and they just rode in the parade 
and, and were introduced at halftime of the Homecoming game. 
Diane Lane  25:28
Interesting. Anything else? 
Bette Jane Otto  25:31
I think that's about it. 
Diane Lane  25:33
Okay, well, thank you very much. 
Bette Jane Otto  25:35
You're welcome. 
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